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Issues: The role of the private health sector in delivering HIV/AIDS prevention and treatment services is not well documented in many developing countries. This is true in Ethiopia, a country with a population of 77 million and an adult prevalence rate of 1 - 3.5 percent. The country has experienced steady growth in the private health sector, and the government is showing increased interest in partnering with the private sector to address critical health needs. These factors underscore the need to better understand the current and potential role of the private sector in providing HIV/AIDS care and treatment. 
Description: Private Sector Partnerships-One conducted an assessment of private providers in Ethiopia to document the current level of involvement in HIV/AIDS care and treatment, and to identify areas in which the private sector could play an enhanced role. The sample includes 250 private health facilities selected from three regions: Addis Ababa, Amhara, and Oromia. In-person interviews were conducted with facility owners as well as clinicians (nurses, physicians, health officers and health assistants). 

Lessons learned: Respondents estimated that almost 9% of their clients are HIV positive. Nearly 29% of respondents provide CT services, while 8% provide PMTCT and 7% offer ART. Among providers that do not currently offer these services, 95% would be willing to provide CT, and 92% would be willing to provide ART and PMTCT. Respondents noted that additional staff, training, equipment and supplies, as well as more favorable government policies, would help facilitate such provision 

Next steps: Initial results indicate moderate provision of HIV/AIDS care and treatment in the private sector, but significant interest in doing more to prevent, diagnose and treat the disease. The findings will be shared with all interested stakeholders, and will guide efforts to facilitate public/private collaboration in the fight against HIV/AIDS.
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