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Issues:
Southern Province in Zambia has made tremendous progress in HIV test acceptance rates resulting from the “Opt-out” strategy in PMTCT HIV pretest counseling, with Sinazongwe District attaining over 90% HIV test acceptance. However, the largely rural district experienced low follow-through rates, with 85% of pregnant women testing positive in 2007 not accounted for by time of delivery. Similarly, the HIV exposed babies born to these mothers were not accounted for.
Description
To address this constraint, a Quality Improvement approach was developed and tested. Interventions were based on the “Reach Every District” concept, which has been used to improve immunization coverage via use of community registers to capture every child. 

A confidential tracking register was designed containing a schedule of required visits to the rural health center (RHC) by HIV positive pregnant women and HIV-exposed babies.  Using RHC data on pregnant women testing HIV positive and HIV-exposed babies delivered, Community Health Workers (CHWs) were able to trace pregnant women and mother-baby pairs who miss their scheduled visits, and link them to the RHC in a timely manner. They also were able update RHC-based registers on HIV positive mothers who had delivered in the community. 

Conclusions
The number of HIV exposed children captured during the test period far exceeded the expected number for the quarter because CHWs managed to trace HIV exposed children from previous quarters. They also gathered information on HIV exposed children who had died. All of these children had been delivered in the community and had not accessed ARVs. This preliminary result demonstrates that such a model of utilizing community structures, while observing confidentiality can improve follow through and utilization of PMTCT services. 
Next Steps

There is now need to roll-out this model to more districts in Zambia, and to further study factors influencing follow-through. 
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